what is claimed is: 



1. A facsimile machine comprising: 

means for scanning an original document to be transmitted; 

means for generating image data for a facsimile communication; 

means for serially converting the image data for the facsimile 
communication into packets as electronic mail data, said converting 
occurring in parallel with the scanning of the original document; and 

means for serially transmitting the electronic mail data in the form 
of electronic mail for each packet. 

2. The facsimile machine according to claim 1, further comprising: 
means for generating image data for a facsimile communication 

according to a receiving ability of a destination by identifying the 
receiving ability of the destination prior to the scanning of the original 
document . 

3. The facsimile machine according to claim 1, further comprising: 
means for determining readiness of electronic mail data to be 

transmitted next in the serial electronic mail transmission; and 

means for transmitting a connection holding command to the 
destination to hold the connection established with the destination when 
the means for determining determines that the electronic mail data to be 
transmitted next is not ready. 

4. The facsimile machine according to claim 1, further comprising: 
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an operation unit which accepts an instruction to stop a transmission 
in the serial electronic mail transmission; and 

means for disconnecting a connection by transmitting to the 
destination, a connection stopping command to stop the connection 
established with the destination when the operation unit accepts the 
instruction to stop the transmission. 

5. The facsimile machine according to claim 1, further comprising: 
means for notifying and selecting to notify of a fact that a connection 
failed to be established with the destination and to select either to 
continue or stop the transmission of the electronic mail, when the connection 
failed to be established with the destination in the transmission of the 
electronic mail. 

6. The facsimile machine according to claim 5, wherein the means 
for notifying and selecting notifies of the contents of a transmission error 
when detecting a transmission error in the transmission of the electronic 
mail, and selects either to continue or stop the transmission of the 
electronic mail. 

7. The facsimile machine according to claim 5, further comprising: 
means for stopping the transmission of the electronic mail by 

notifying of a fact that the transmission of the electronic mail cannot 
be continued when a transmission error is detected in the transmission of 
the electronic mail and the contents of the transmission error correspond 



29 



to a state in which the transmission of the electronic mail cannot be 
continued. 

8. A facsimile machine comprising: 

a scanning unit which scans an original document to be transmitted; 
a generating unit which generates image data for a facsimile 
communication; 

a data conversion unit which serially converts the image data for 
the facsimile communication into packets as electronic mail data in parallel 
with the scanning of the original document; and 

a serial transmission unit which serially transmits the electronic 
mail data for each packet in a form of electronic mail. 

9. The facsimile machine according to claim 8, further comprising: 
an image data generating unit which generates image data for facsimile 
communication according to a receiving ability of a destination by 
identifying a receiving ability of the destination prior to the scanning 
of the original document. 

10 . The facsimile machine according to claim 8 , further comprising : 
a determining unit which determines readiness of electronic mail data 

to be transmitted next in the serial electronic mail transmission; and 
a connection holding unit which transmits a connection holding 

command to the destination to hold the connection established with the 

destination when the determining unit determines that the electronic mail 

data to be transmitted next is not ready. 
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11. The facsimile machine according to claim 8, further comprising: 
an operation unit which accepts an instruction to stop a transmission 

in the serial electronic mail transmission; and 

a connection stopping unit which disconnects a connection by 
transmitting to the destination, a connection stopping command to stop the 
connection established with the destination when the operation unit accepts 
the instruction to stop the transmission. 

12. The facsimile machine according to claim 8, further comprising: 
a notifying and selecting unit which notifies of a fact that a 

connection failed to be established with the destination when the connection 
failed to be established with the destination in the transmission of the 
electronic mail, and selects either to continue or stop the transmission 
of the electronic mail. 

13. The facsimile machine according to claim 12, wherein the 
notifying and selecting unit notifies of contents of a transmission error 
when detecting a transmission error in the transmission of the electronic 
mail, and selects either to continue or stop the transmission of the 
electronic mail. 

14 . The facsimile machine according to claim 12 , further comprising : 
a transmission stopping unit which stops a transmission of an 
electronic mail by notifying of a fact that the transmission of the 
electronic mail cannot be continued when a transmission error is detected 
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in the transmission of the electronic mail and the contents of the 
transmission error correspond to a state in which the transmission of the 
electronic mail cannot be continued. 

15. A facsimile transmission method comprising: ^ 
scanning an original document to be transmitted; 
generating image data for a facsimile communication; 
converting the image data for the facsimile communication serially 

into packets as electronic mail data in parallel with the scanning of the 
original document; and 

transmitting the electronic mail data serially for each packet in 
a form of electronic mail for each packet. 

16. The facsimile transmission method according to claim 15, further 
comprising : 

generating image data for a facsimile communication according to a 
receiving ability of a destination by identifying a receiving ability of 
the destination prior to the scanning of the original document. 

17 . The facsimile transmission method according to claim 15, further 
comprising: 

determining readiness of electronic mail data to be transmitted next 
in the serial electronic mail transmission; and 

transmitting a connection holding command to the destination to hold 
a connection established with the destination when it is determined that 
the electronic mail data to be transmitted next is not ready. 
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18 . The facsimile transmission method according to claim 15, further 
comprising: 

accepting an instruction to stop a transmission in the serial 
electronic mail transmission; and 

disconnecting a connection by transmitting to the destination, a 
connection stopping command to stop the connection established with the 
destination when accepting the instruction to stop the transmission. 

19. The facsimile transmission method according to claim 15, further 
comprising: 

notifying of a fact that a connection failed to be established with 
the destination when the connection failed to be established with the 
destination in a transmission of the electronic mail, and selecting either 
to continue or stop the transmission of the electronic mail. 
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The facsimile transmission method according to claim 19, further 



comprising : 

notifying of contents of a transmission error when detecting a 
transmission error in the transmission of the electronic mail, and selecting 
either to continue or stop the transmission of the electronic mail. 

21 . The facsimile transmission method according to claim 19, further 
comprising: 

stopping the transmission of the electronic mail by notifying of a 
fact that the transmission of the electronic mail cannot be continued when 
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a transmission error is detected in the transmission of the electronic 
and contents of the transmission error correspond to a state in whicl 
transmission of the electronic mail cannot be continued. 



34 



